
the Lord who comes 
to meet with us in his 
Word and in the Eu-
charist. If we have a 
true faith in what the 
Mass is, and our faith 
in Jesus is true, then 
Sunday Mass will be 
something we will be 
prepared to sacrifice 
other things in order 
to make it a priority. 

On a more mundane note, 
can I ask you please, if you 
have any of the Palm Sun-
day Mass booklets at 
home, please bring these 
back. A number have gone 
missing and they are quite 
costly, so we try to reuse 
them year on year. Please 
just hand in to the sacristy 
or leave at the door of the 
church. I hope you all have 
a good bank holiday. I will 
be away for a few days, 
hopefully, for a little break 

Today at Mass we 
hear that great Easter 
Gospel of the meeting 
that Jesus had with the 
disciples on the road 
to Emmaus. This is a 
story of men who had 
followed Jesus turning 
away from the early 
Church, convincing 
each other that they 
were doing the right 
and logical thing in walking 
away. But Jesus came to 
meet them on the road 
and, even though they did 
not at first recognise him, 
he drew them back to the 
Church, represented by 
the apostles. The way he 
did it? Explaining the 
Scriptures and drawing 
them to the Eucharist.  

There are many who walk 
away from the Church in 
our day too. Some con-
vince themselves that there 

is no God, or that faith in 
Jesus has no sense. Others 
allow the fact that so many 
have fallen away from 
practise of the Faith to be 
an influence. Others con-
tinue to practise but at a 
certain point, changed cir-
cumstances of life, or even 
just laziness, draw them 
away. Today’s Gospel pas-
sage is a challenge not to 
see our presence at Mass as 
simply the fulfilling of a 
norm or obligation, but as 
the weekly meeting with 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St Dominic Savio 

1842-1857 
As a child he was fervent in 
practising the faith: not just 
Sunday Mass, but daily 
prayer and would encour-
age others to pray. He al-
ways said the grace before 
meals and refused to eat 
with anyone who did not. 
He would often visit the 
church and made visits to 
the Blessed Sacrament. He 

became an altar server, and 
received First Holy Com-
munion at seven, far earli-
er than the practice at the 
time. He was also a very 
gifted student. When he 
was 12 he was introduced 
to St John Bosco who 
agreed to take him on as 
his mentor, as he wished to 
be ordained to the priest-
hood. He died in great 
sanctity at the age of 14. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm. 
Packmoor None this Sunday. Next Sunday 6pm  

Saturday 29th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Denis & Bridget Culhane 

Sunday 30th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Maurice Whiston 

Third Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Holmes & Alford Families 

Easter  1.00pm   Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 1st       

St Joseph the Worker       

Tuesday 2nd   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

St Athanasius    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 3rd       

St Philip & St James       

Thursday 4th       

ENGLISH MARTYRS       

Friday 5th    6.00pm Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Easter Feria       

First Friday       

Saturday 6th 11.30am    English Martyrs’ Feast 
Day Mass 

Maria Williams 

Easter Feria   2.30pm  Baptisms  

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday People of the Parishes 

Sunday 7th                9.00am    Holy Mass  John, Mary & Lynne Hunter 

Fourth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Burton Family 

Easter    6.30pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

May, the month of our lady 
“The month of May is almost here, a month which the piety of the faithful has long dedicated to 
Mary, the Mother of God. Our heart rejoices at the thought of the moving tribute of faith and love 
which will soon be paid to the Queen of Heaven in every corner of the earth. For this is the month 
during which Christians, in their churches and their homes, offer the Virgin Mother more fervent 
and loving acts of homage and veneration; and it is the month in which a greater abundance of 
God's merciful gifts comes down to us from our Mother's throne. We are delighted and consoled 
by this pious custom associated with the month of May, which pays honour to the Blessed Virgin 
and brings such rich benefits to the Christian people. Since Mary is rightly to be regarded as the 
way by which we are led to Christ, the person who encounters Mary cannot help but encounter 
Christ likewise. For what other reason do we continually turn to Mary except to seek the Christ in 
her arms, to seek our Saviour in her, through her, and with her? To Him men are to turn amid the 
anxieties and perils of this world, urged on by duty and driven by the compelling needs of their 
heart, to find a haven of salvation, a transcendent fountain of life.”  Bl Pope Paul VI 



PAGE 3 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER     

PASTORAL 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
The next Parish Priest’s surgery, 
when you can see Fr Julian to en-
quire about baptism, marriage or 
consult on any other matter will be 
on Monday 15th May from 7 to 8pm 

May at 7pm. There will be a shared 
meal, and the launch of our new Dis-
ciple groups. Anyone else who would 
like to be part of a Disciple Group is 
welcome to come. Please speak to Fr 
Julian if you are interested. 

Alpha Male We are going to be 
running an Alpha for men only! It 
will run on Saturdays starting at 
10am and will take place at  The 
Cushion on Broadfield Road, begin-
ning on Saturday 10th June (note the 
cha nge  o f  da t e) .  A l l  men 
(recommended age 16+) from the 
parish and beyond are warmly wel-
come. Each session cunningly ends 
around opening time… This Alpha 
will be eight main sessions, so a little 
shorter than the full Alpha. 

Sunday 21st May at 3pm. Make it a 
date! 

First Communion Parents The 
next evening for First Communion 
families on Thursday 11th May has 
had to be postponed and will now 
take place on Thursday 25th May at 
6.30pm at St Joseph’s Academy.  

RENOVATION 
Alpha Thanks to eve-
ryone who has made 
the first Alpha a real 
move forward in our 
Renovation. Our lead-
ers have been an inspiration and our 
helpers have been selfless in their 
help. We’ve had some great experi-
ences of welcoming people week by 
week and we hope to see those peo-
ple taking on roles of leadership with 
Renovation in the future, in Alpha, 
welcome ministry, small groups, etc. 

Alpha Reunion & the next step 
All of those who have been part of 
our first Alpha are invited to come to 
a reunion evening on Friday 12th 

English Martyrs’ Feast Day Be-
cause of the local elections and the 
foodbank using the meeting room 
and Church on the actual feast day, 
we are transferring our celebration of 
the English Martyrs at Biddulph to 
Saturday 6th May. There will be a 
Mass for the feast at English Martyrs’ 
at 11.30am followed by a bring and 
share buffet lunch. All are welcome 
from around the parishes, and please 
bring and share! 

Month of Mary We need volun-
teers to lead the Holy Rosary before 
Mass starting next Saturday/Sunday 
with the Joyful Mysteries.  

Adoration Day The day of Adora-
tion for Vocations at English Martyrs 
will be Tuesday 9th May. The day 
will begin with Mass at 9.15am, Ado-
ration from 10am and will end with 
Benediction at 5.00pm. There will be 
a list this Sunday to sign up for a time 
of watching and Adoration.  

SVP Biddulph The next conference 
meeting will be on Tuesday 9th May 
at 7pm in the meeting room. If you 
have any prayer requests please pass 
to an SVP member. 

May Procession This year the  May 
Procession at St Patrick’s will be on 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Alfie James Potts who is being 
baptised today at St Joseph’s Church.  

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Vera Hill. The Requiem Mass 
will be offered for the repose of her 
soul on Wednesday 10th May at 
10am at English Martyrs Church fol-
lowed by burial at Biddulph Town 
Cemetery.  

Requiescat in pace 

English Martyrs’ Alpha We will 
be running Alpha at English Martyrs’ 
Biddulph, on Wednesday evenings 
beginning on Wednesday 14th June 
beginning at 6.30pm. This will be the 
full eleven week Alpha. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
There is going to be a Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-
enham from 18th to 19th October. 
Fr Julian is really hoping that a group 
of parishioners will be able to go with 
him to the conference. If you are 
interested, please let Fr Julian know. 

Support As well as prayers, doing 
all these things costs money. If you 
can support our Renovation project 
financially please see Fr Julian. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome We 
are going to take a young people’s 
group to Rome next February half 
term. It is for secondary age and sixth 
form (currently Years 6 to 12). Let 
Fr Julian know if you know someone 
who would like to go on this pilgrim-
age. We will have our next meeting 
to plan further fundraising on Sunday 
21st May at 5.00pm at St Joseph’s 
Church meeting room. 

Fundraising Thankyou to Carina 
Moldovan and Sue Woodward who 
raised £40 for the Youth Pilgrimage 
Fund by selling Easter Eggs. 

Biddulph Spring Fayre The date 
of the fayre this year is Saturday 20th 
May at 10am, but due to building 
work taking place at the Town Hall, 
the venue has changed to Our Lady of 
Grace school hall.  There is a sign up 
sheet at the back of the Church for 
offers of help from volunteers and 
stall holders. Also the donation of 
items for the stalls would be much 
appreciated. 

St Patrick’s Garden Party This 
year’s Garden Party will be on Satur-
day 1st July from 2pm until 4pm. 
Please keep the date free! All help 
gladly received. 



Entrance Antiphon: Cry out with joy to God, 
all the earth; O sing to the glory of his name. 
O render him glorious praise, alleluia. 
Psalm Response: Show us, Lord, the path of 
life. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Lord 
Jesus, explain the scripture to us. Make our 
hearts burn within us as you talk to us. 
[Alleluia.] 
Preface of Easter II  Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: The disciples, recog-
nised the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the 
bread, alleluia. 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£324.50, Non Gift Aid £226.63. 
Total £551.13.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £183.00, Non-
Gift Aid £177.60. Total £360.60.   
Kidsgrove The collection for St 
John’s will be in next weeks bulletin. 

Second Collections Next Sunday 
there will be a Second Collection for 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 24:13-35 

We should put ourselves in the shoes of the disciples in today's Gospel. 
Downcast and confused they're making their way down the road, unable to 
understand all the things that have occurred. They know what they've 
seen—a prophet mighty in word and deed. They know what they were 
hoping for—that He would be the redeemer of Israel. But they don't know 
what to make of His violent death at the hands of their rulers. They can't 
even recognize Jesus as He draws near to walk with them. He seems like 
just another foreigner visiting Jerusalem for the Passover. How does Jesus 
make himself known at Emmaus? First, He interprets "all the Scriptures" 
as referring to Him. After opening the Scriptures, Jesus at table took 
bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to the disciples—exactly what He 
did at the Last Supper. In every Eucharist, we re-enact that Easter Sunday 
at Emmaus. Jesus reveals himself to us in our journey.  

Parish Vocations Awareness 
Day Everyone is invited to take part 
in a vocations awareness day at St 
Gregory’s, Longton on Saturday 6th 
May. The day starts at 9.30am with 
Mass followed by talks from Sr Gilli-

the Clergy Training Fund. We will 
welcome Sean Gough, seminarian at 
Oscott College, who will speak about 
vocation at the Masses. 

Bequests We are grateful that we 
have received a £1000 bequest for St 
John’s Church and a £2000 bequest 
for St Joseph’s church in the last 
week. Please consider remembering 
our parishes in your will. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club 30th April Draw: Weekly 

an Murphy and Fr David O’Malley. 
Please bring a packed lunch, the day 
will finish mid afternoon. 

Catholic Nurses’ Guild The annu-
al Diocesan Mass for the Guild is at 
Holy Trinity, Newcastle on Friday 
5th May at 7.30pm. All nurses and 
health care professionals are wel-
come. 

Our Lady of Fatima For the cen-
tenary of the apparitions at Fatima, 
there will be a Solemn Mass and de-
votions on the Feast Day, Saturday 
May 13th, at Sacred Heart, Tunstall 
at 10am. Ends at 12 noon. The 
preacher is Fr Julian Green. 

Walsingham Day Pilgrimage The 
Birmingham Diocese pilgrimage to 
Walsingham is on Saturday 13th 
May. For further details contact the 
Diocesan Organiser on 0121 440 
8623. A coach will be going from 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Saturday 21st  to Friday 27th 
October we are offering a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi. Flying from 
Manchester to Rome, we will stay at 
the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome for 4 
nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole in 
Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes the 
Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room supplement is £150. 
Half board basis. For bookings or 
enquiries please contact the parish 
office. 

draw 1st Prize £20, No.1 C Moss; 
2nd Prize £10, No.38 H Kent; 3rd 
Prize £5, No.179 B Crotty. Monthly 
draw 1st Prize £75, No.155 P Con-
vey; 2nd Prize £50, No.161 N Cook; 
3rd Prize £25, No.54 N McNicholas.  

Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club 
Thanks to everyone who has paid 
their subscriptions on time and up to 
date. Thank you for your continued 
support of the 125 Club. 

Third Sunday of Easter (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 372            THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Holy Trinity, Newcastle. More de-
tails from Deacon Neil Addlington on 
624325.  

‘Sowing the Seeds’ - Growing in 
Faith Have you ever wished that you 
knew the Faith better, so as to be 
able to answer questions? Or thought 
you might help with explaining the 
Faith to others? “Sowing the seeds” is 
an 11 week course for those who 
would like to understand the Faith 
better and pass it on to others. It will 
be held on Tuesdays evenings, begin-
ning on 2nd May, from 7pm to 9pm 
in Holy Trinity Parish Centre, New-
castle. If you would like to enrol in 
this course please see Fr Julian or 
contact Teresa in the office for a 
form.  


